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Book Description 
Are you new to web development and don’t know where to start? This beginner-friendly 
guide to HTML is your gateway to the world of web design. In "The Complete Guide to 
Learning HTML", you’ll explore the fundamentals of HTML (HyperText Markup Language), 
the backbone of every website on the internet. Whether you’re a student, hobbyist, or 
aspiring developer, this book will take you step-by-step through the essential concepts of 
HTML — from the basic structure to creating forms, adding media, and building your first 
complete webpage. 

With clear explanations, practical examples, and easy-to-follow instructions, this eBook is 
your companion to mastering HTML from scratch. 
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1. Introduction to HTML 
HTML stands for HyperText Markup Language. It is the standard language used to create 
and structure web pages and applications. HTML describes the structure of a web page 
using markup. Tags represent elements, and they tell the browser how to display the 
content. 

HTML is not a programming language; it’s a markup language that defines the structure and 
layout of a document by using a variety of tags and attributes. 

 

2. Setting Up Your Environment 
To write and test HTML code, you need: 

●​ A text editor (e.g., Visual Studio Code, Sublime Text, Notepad++)​
 

●​ A web browser (e.g., Chrome, Firefox, Edge)​
 

You don’t need any server or internet connection to begin learning HTML. 

Steps to set up: 

1.​ Install Visual Studio Code.​
 

2.​ Open a new file and save it with a .html extension.​
 

3.​ Open the file in your browser to see the output.​
 

 



3. Basic Structure of an HTML Document 
Every HTML document has a standard structure: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<!DOCTYPE html> 
<html> 
  <head> 
    <title>My First Web Page</title> 
  </head> 
  <body> 
    <h1>Hello, World!</h1> 
  </body> 
</html> 
 

Explanation: 

●​ <!DOCTYPE html> declares the document type.​
 

●​ <html> is the root element.​
 

●​ <head> contains meta information, styles, and title.​
 

●​ <body> contains the visible content of the webpage.​
 

 

4. HTML Elements and Tags 
An HTML element is defined by a start tag, content, and an end tag: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<p>This is a paragraph.</p> 
 

●​ Tags are keywords surrounded by angle brackets.​
 

●​ Some tags are self-closing, like <br> or <img>.​
 

 



5. Working with Text 
HTML provides tags to structure and format text: 

●​ Headings: <h1> to <h6>​
 

●​ Paragraphs: <p>​
 

●​ Bold and italic: <b>, <strong>, <i>, <em>​
 

●​ Line breaks: <br>​
 

Example: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<h2>About Me</h2> 
<p>I am learning HTML to build websites.</p> 
<strong>This text is important.</strong> 
 

 

6. Creating Links 

You can create clickable links using the <a> tag: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<a href="https://example.com">Visit Example</a> 
 

●​ The href attribute specifies the destination URL.​
 

●​ Links can open in new tabs using target="_blank".​
 

 

7. Adding Images 

To add images, use the <img> tag: 

html 
CopyEdit 



<img src="image.jpg" alt="Description of image" width="300"> 
 

●​ src defines the image path.​
 

●​ alt provides alternative text.​
 

●​ Width/height can control the image size.​
 

 

8. Lists in HTML 
HTML supports two main types of lists: 

1. Ordered List (<ol>) 

html 
CopyEdit 
<ol> 
  <li>First</li> 
  <li>Second</li> 
</ol> 
 

2. Unordered List (<ul>) 

html 
CopyEdit 
<ul> 
  <li>Apples</li> 
  <li>Oranges</li> 
</ul> 
 

Each list item is wrapped in an <li> tag. 

 

9. Tables in HTML 

Tables are created using <table>, <tr>, <td>, and <th>: 

html 
CopyEdit 



<table border="1"> 
  <tr> 
    <th>Name</th> 
    <th>Age</th> 
  </tr> 
  <tr> 
    <td>John</td> 
    <td>25</td> 
  </tr> 
</table> 
 

●​ <th> defines header cells.​
 

●​ <td> defines data cells.​
 

 

10. Forms and Input Elements 
Forms allow users to send data to a server. 

html 
CopyEdit 
<form action="/submit" method="post"> 
  Name: <input type="text" name="username"><br> 
  Email: <input type="email" name="email"><br> 
  <input type="submit" value="Submit"> 
</form> 
 

Common input types: text, email, password, checkbox, radio, submit. 

 

11. Semantic HTML 
Semantic tags clearly describe the content's meaning: 

●​ <header>: top section​
 

●​ <nav>: navigation links​
 



●​ <section>: content section​
 

●​ <article>: independent content​
 

●​ <footer>: bottom section​
 

Example: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<header><h1>My Website</h1></header> 
<nav><a href="#">Home</a></nav> 
<section><p>This is a blog post.</p></section> 
<footer>Copyright 2025</footer> 
 

 

12. Embedding Media (Audio, Video, and YouTube) 
Audio: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<audio controls> 
  <source src="audio.mp3" type="audio/mpeg"> 
</audio> 
 

Video: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<video width="320" height="240" controls> 
  <source src="video.mp4" type="video/mp4"> 
</video> 
 

YouTube: 

html 
CopyEdit 
<iframe width="560" height="315" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/xyz" frameborder="0" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 



 

13. HTML5 APIs Overview 
HTML5 introduced powerful APIs like: 

●​ Canvas API – for drawing graphics​
 

●​ Geolocation API – for getting user's location​
 

●​ Local Storage API – for storing data in the browser​
 

●​ Drag and Drop API​
 

These are used with JavaScript for dynamic features. 

 

14. Best Practices and Tips 
●​ Always close your tags.​

 
●​ Use semantic tags where possible.​

 
●​ Keep code indented and clean.​

 
●​ Use comments: <!-- This is a comment -->​

 
●​ Validate your code using https://validator.w3.org​

 

 

15. Building Your First Complete Web Page 
html 
CopyEdit 
<!DOCTYPE html> 
<html> 
<head> 
  <title>My First Website</title> 
</head> 
<body> 
  <header> 
    <h1>Welcome to My Website</h1> 

https://validator.w3.org


  </header> 
  <nav> 
    <a href="#">Home</a> | 
    <a href="#">About</a> 
  </nav> 
  <section> 
    <h2>About Me</h2> 
    <p>This is my first webpage using HTML.</p> 
    <img src="me.jpg" alt="Me" width="200"> 
  </section> 
  <footer> 
    <p>&copy; 2025 My Website</p> 
  </footer> 
</body> 
</html> 
 

 

16. Conclusion and Next Steps 
Congratulations! You’ve completed your first steps into the world of HTML. Now you can 
structure web content, add images, links, tables, forms, and even media. 

Next steps: 

●​ Learn CSS for styling.​
 

●​ Learn JavaScript for interactivity.​
 

●​ Start building your personal projects and portfolios.​
 

Happy Coding! 

 

Author: Amit Hasan Abdullah 
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